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OFF THE EDITOR’S CHEST 


HE NEWS FOR some 
will be predominately claims and counter 


months to come 


claims, promises, dire predictions, and grandios 


j 
and SOC I Al 


schemes for solving knotty economi 
problems, advocated by the various candidates 
for political office. For this is 
and the 


propaganda machines will soon be operating at 


a presidential 


campaign year, oratorical guns and 


high volume 


It is customary during such campaigns for 


politicians, D to offer 


} 
identihabl 


statesmen, and 


something for ever yable 


of delivering a newspaper headl 
or television notice 

There will be assurances 
the farmers, higher wages for 
along with promises of a lower cost 


consumers. There will even be some attempt 


provide a few crumbs for the long-suffer 


ny 
taxpayer who foots the bills in more ways than 
one for all government efforts to 

interests 


Che vital 


ordinated to that of some other 


particularly the first two 1 oned 


interest of consumers 8s Ol sub 


group, even b 


those giving primar 


who have most to gain b 


consideration to the welfare ol 


msumers 


Members of a particular union may feel that it 


is to their advantage to vo along with a demand 


or even a strike, for higher wages just as the 


individual farmer may applaud the leader of 


some tarm organization tor ltavoring 


yoverrnime 


plans to subsidize cotton growers ind 


farmers. In both cases the result is 
lor the commodities involved 
position of who 


iffecte« 


consumers 
produc ts 1s adversely 
In i 


period of oratorical 
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with some pract 
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The Consumers’ Observation Post 


VACATION SPECIALISTS predict a record number of travel 
lands this year For those who are going abroad { the fir: 
of warning about food, milk, and water is in order 
of the so-called tourist disease that can sometimes spi 
many foreign lands it is advisable to use bottled wate: 
for brushing the teeth The Journal of the American Medic 
goes so far as to suggest that where there is any doubt of 
the water supply, it should be boiled for washing, bathing 
as well, since the latter may be a source of infection The 
gests the use of water purification tablets for treating dri 
Avoid all raw, leafy vegetables, such as lettuce, that are : 
infection from being washed in water of dubious sanitary qua 
pasteurized milk is not available, canned milk or powdered mi 
constituted by the addition of boiled water may be safely u: 


DO RUGS AND CARPETS that have just been cleaned soil faster than a new 
rug? The answer, according to Colonel James W. Rice ire r of Research 
for the National Institute of Rug Cleaning, is "no." scent : ies by the 
N.I.R.C. indicated that after a thorough cleaning, the rate of resoiling 
was actually somewhat slower than the original soiling rate of rug Fur- 
thermore, no matter what the yarn used, whether it was cotton, rayon, wool, 
or nylon (of the same color), rugs appeared to take on soil at almost iden- 
tical rates The chief differences in soiling rates were due color and 
traffic rather than fiber content Colonel Rice pointed out also that rugs 
tend to take on the color of the soil; a black rug, for example, becomes 
lighter while light rugs become darker 


FURS AND FUR GARMENTS are usually placed in cold storage as protection 
against damage from clothes moths According to the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture, however, furs can be held in ordinary storage if they are pro- 
tected from insects by the usual moth-preventive measures Fur storage 
firms usually inspect furs received for storage and then treat them with 
compressed air and suction or comb the fur to remove eggs and larvae of 
clothes moths that may be in the furs Fur storage rooms also make use of 
fumigation, although this process is not practical for home storage 


HAIR SPRAYS designed to keep newly shampooed and waved hair in place 
are becoming a popular cosmetic item One which is being extensively ad- 
vertised at the present time boasts of a miracle ingredient called PVP 
Chemical and Engineering News points out that the effectiveness of PVP in 
hair sprays was discovered by the General Aniline Company in the late 
1940’s, hence it can hardly be called "new." Its chemical name is poly- 
vinylpyrrolidone, and it is dissolved in an alcohol base gether with a 
propellent for dispensing as an aerosol spray The magazine also comments 
that at least 50 brands, including Elizabeth Arden’s Blue Grass Hair Spray 
Helene Curtis’ Super Soft Spray Net, Daggett and Ramsdell’s Sparkling Gold 
and Charles Antelli’s Hair Spray, are all based on PVP When applied to the 
hair, it forms a transparent film that adheres firmly and does not flake off 
The individual strands are held together as if an invisible net sre placed 
over the hair, according to one description The product soluble is 
water and is easily removed by washing It is claimed to absorb moisture 
from the air, and to prevent the hair from drying out 
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KETCHUP BOTTLES with narrow ne «s have from time to time been a source 
of complaint on the part of consume's who had difficulty getting the con- 
tents out of the bottle. In order eliminate this difficulty, H. J 
Heinz Company experimented with wide-mouth ketchup bottles into which a 
teaspoon could be easily inserted Unfortunately the larger cap did not 
make as efficient a closure as the smaller one, and furthermore the ketchup 
tended to darken more rapidly in the squat bottle It appears, also, ac- 
cording to Food Field Reporter, the* consumers did not show any particular 
enthusiasm for the new container, hence Heinz is writing off the experiment 


as a failure. 
, > * 

TWO MAJOR PROBLEMS in the upholstered furniture trade are poor dura- 
bility and color fading of the fabrics used Consumer complaints in con- 
siderable number have indicated the need for taking some action, and the 
National Association of Furniture Makers is reported to be contemplating 
the development of a quality control program that will include minimum 
standards. According to Retailing Daily, one large manufacturer already 
has instituted its own testing program and has rejected as much as 30 per- 
cent of the fabric contracted for over a given period. Consumers who have 
been dissatisfied with the performance of upholstered furniture will be 
well advised to bring to the attention of the manufacturer of the particu- 
lar pieces at fault just what failures have occurred It is possible steps 
will be taken to improve matters. 


THE AUTOMATIC HOMES of today and the marvels that are yet to come need 
engineering skills to run them efficiently It is the suggestion of Frank 
M. Tait, Chairman of the Board of the Dayton Power and Light Company, that 
high schools and colleges offer courses in household engineering so that 
the prospective bride learns how to operate various appliances, such as 
waste disposal units, water-softening systems, automatic dish and laundry 
washers, automatic space heating units, and other modern conveniences, and 


gets some idea of what they are capable of doing If she also acquires 
simple rules for keeping appliances in good working order, she may be able 


to cut down on the cost of maintenance and repairs by a professional serv- 
iceman The practice of taking the family automobile to a garage for regu- 
lar inspection and maintenance cannot be so readily applied to solidly in- 
stalled units like automatic washers and dryers. With the increased com- 
plexity of home appliances, the lady of the household will need to be some- 
thing of a mechanic herself, if she wants to operate her labor-saving de- 
vices efficiently and keep them in good order. 


* * > 


PRE-COOKED FROZEN FOOD DINNERS and vending machine lunches have their 
drawbacks. Such foods must be properly refrigerated at all times or thor- 
oughly heated before they are eaten, or both, warns Charles Senn, sanita- 
tion expert at the University of California at Los Angeles School of Public 
Health Mr. Senn points out that the most common type of food poisoning 
results from cooked foods in which germs multiply to a danger point in 
three hours. Proper handling is also necessary in caring for restaurant 
take-out foods He notes that frozen meat pies should always be thoroughly 
heated before they are served, not merely warmed in the oven until they 
appear edible. The need for good plant sanitary facilities is greatly in- 
creased by the popularity and rising production of all kinds of pre-—cooked 
foods. 

om * > 

ACRILAN SWEATERS are now appearing on the market in a wide range of 
colors. The fiber is similar in chemical composition to Orlon, and the 
question arises, will such sweaters handle as satisfactorily in washing and 
Cleaning as Orlon? CR found in a study of medium and high priced Orlon 
sweaters, reported in December 1954, that with careful handling they gave 
good performance. In a recent study made by the National Institute of Dry- 
Cleaning on Acrilan sweaters, it was found that the least dimensional 


The continuation of this section is on page 33) 


4 e CONSUMERS’ RESEARCH BULLETIN e@ APRIL, 1956 





Buying to best advantage 


Che prospective buyer of a 1956 automobile, if 
he will take the time and trouble to shop around 
be able to substantial 
able to bu 


dollars be low 


Save a very 


hundred 


will often 


sum in his purchase may be 


his new car at several 
the price asked by dealers who are maintaining 
factory-suggested list prices, plus a high charg: 
$150 or more in ases) tor 


as much as some <« 


and other heay 
Aclve rtis 


ments similar to the ones reproduced on page 6 


“preparation and conditioning” 


charges for a variety ol extras 


are appearing const inth inv the 


| newspapers 


me idvertisement offers a Chevrolet siy 


passenger sedan which would have a factor 

advertised delivered price of $1792, plus about 
$75 freight, at $1590; this is at least $275 below 
would be $400 (more 
when the 


ith luded 


list ind or less below 


the regular price usual conditionir 


charge of $120 is There are severa 








methods of 
this kind, and the consun 
in mind that the 
In the 


without Saving so 


Titiere pre ~ 


claims are Te o be 
id vert d 


to the Ver 


first pl Te tiv price 
upply 
which is one tl et ver 


W he 


ile Siri. 


car of the line 


buving nowada the 
tomer gets to the 


eftfiort to tt 


people ire 
iles room, the 


use every ide hin 


priced model which 
not have i where 


is the r ud 


ma‘ 
vertised 


ressi vé tlesme have ery eflective 


ot ilking peo] | out ot the lowe st priced « i 


into pure hase ol a car 
ind i 


iter, radw 


oil fil rt 


which has 
price tag invety ot a 
tures, he power steer 


power windows recor 
ylass, undercoat i 


wid S600 to 


power pact 


may easil S1000 


price 
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vivertising ol 
wise to bn uf 


trusted 


will 


che ipest 


lew 


A flagrant example of recent misleading 


- idvertisi iw 18 a case wherein a dealer iwreed in 


ro wacieat sasrewat 

NOW 1098 ber 0 neneted oe his advertising to sell 1954 model automobiles 

1956 that would be ‘‘sw upped’ even, at no additional 

= ay FORD cost for 1955 models when available. Naturall 

FYROLET 7 a ae he did not intend to carry out his agreement, and 
. 


. refused to do so when the demand was mace 


1956 CH 


-_ 
anew 
od 
we > brant" 
soten tor on 


vo snquee® — 
A District Court judge in Louisiana held that 
the dealer was bound by his advertisement, and 
forced him to make good for one of his customers 
who sued for fulfillment of the even-Stepher 
contract 
here is considerable evidence to indicate that 
ual from vor! genuine price cuts have been made and must 
on earee continue to be made if the large production 
scheduled for 1956 is to be sold As of Januar 
1956, sales of new cars were lagging far behind 
last year's, and around 70,000 workmen were 
being laid olf u several plants People are very 
conscious of the fact that, while the companies 
have had plenty of money for raising of wages 
and for generous dividends to stockholders 
they have not showed any inclination to save 
money tor the consumer by reduc ing prices 
lhere are persistent rumors that the new 1957 
models will be announced much earlier this 
year—possibly in July or August. Such ex 
pectations make the 1956 cars much harder to 
sell, particularly is it 1s believed that the 1957 
models will, unlike those for 1956, have more 
than mere face-lifting, fender-lifting 
rearranyving changes 
The supply of new cars now far exceeds the 
demand, and many dealers have a surplus which 
they are anxious to get rid of they will do so 
in many cases at a substantial discount rhis 
situation is being corrected to some extent by 
certain manufacturers who have been cutting 
back their production Thus, now is the time 
to buy at a cut price, for when the surplus is 
disposed of, the higher discounts will be harder 
to obtain According to one report discounts 
have averaged 25 percent off list, and, is a 
further stimulant to sales, credit terms have 
been made very liberal 
If the buyer of a new car today expects to 
receive a new car in first-class condition that he 
can drive for several thousand miles without 
needing anything but minor adjustments, he is 
likely to be disillusioned when he gets his car 
lhe race for output has resulted in cars leaving 
the factories improperly assembled, with sloppy 
ind careless workmanship much in evidence 
he dealers are, of course supposed to check the 
cars delivered to them and put them in first 
class condition, but very few do a thorough jol 
they commonly expect the consumer 


with the annovance and inconvenience 
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seve ral trips back to the shop to get the necess if 
servicing done All too often he must also fight 
by writing letters to the factories to get worl 
done without charge that should be done free 
under the terms of the guarantee The onl 
possible way the consumer can protect himself 
is to buy from a dealer who has a good reputation 
for servicing and who deals fairly and con 
siderately with customers’ complaints. Common 


badly 


bodies, chrome-plated bumpers that rust quickly 


faults are misaligned sheet metal on 
defective paint coats, uneven brake action, auto 
matic transmissions out of adjustment, excessive 
oil consumption, misaligned front wheels, loose 
nuts and bolts, heaters not operating correctly 
wiring defects. Other faults occurring are too 
numerous to be listed here Rear in mind that 
with a very new car, the dealer may not have 
received his supply of new parts and this ma 
slow repairs greatly and make them far mor 


costly 


Automobile safety 


Automobile manufacturers on the one hand are 


safety in their advertising and offer 


stressing 


certal salet iCcCessories lor which the charge 


extra Qn the other hand ne ire goings 
exactly the opposite cirectior if i mad race to 
ilready over 


increase the horsepower of their 


powered juggernauts The situation was ne 
summed up in a recent Purdue Univer 
bulletin with the comment that “more hor 
power makes good drivers better a 

drivers worse Ihe argument that 

powe! enables us to sprint out of danger 
those thus encouraged to 


looks sprint 


dar ver Unfortunatel there ire mal 
and reckless drivers ind they cause ma 


cidents As CR 


issue where safety questions were 


pointed out in the fa 

cdiscusse 
greater detail, the contributions so far n 
toward safety have been mainly merel 
measures, and much remains 

produce any ippreciable reductior 
iccidents 


110.000 


terrific number of 
highwavs (almost 40.000 killed 


disabled in one year} 


serious 


It often takes a lot of tivisting 
and turning lo maneuver a car 
in and oul of a parking space 
because so lillle space is usua 

ly available Power-assisted 
steering greatly reduces the 
amounl of effort—and patience 


expended in parking 


What 
to resist 
‘guards 
rams ins 
a collisior 
spear like hoo lament 


ture what the strike 


Power steering 


Increased weig! it wheels, coupled 


with the us pressures and jarge tire 
area in conta road, have made the 


modern automob harder to steer tha 
earlier Hydraulically-o; «<li power 
assisted echanisms he indu 
answet problen 
especially | i middle 
cars and those 10 drive 
winding ro 
accessor’ 

Power 
engine : i ianufactured 
cars lon . tly reduced 
whether the rist y straight ahead or 
round a tf reduction in the 
required ree , i i driver needs ti 


put torth ilar effort, whether he 


is driving | vely light Plymouth or a much 


heavier Ve ’ leed power-steering the 


Plymouth which most drivers would not need 


power-as re 3a sure and “light touch 


Because 1 tril ) irivers of Chrvsler power 
steered ¢ pro to oversteer and experi 
pin their car on a 

the have succeeded in 
» the prec hias 

sler cars 

ol reapense to 

iderabl 


is compared j ! without power 


1 turn faster 
steci q : / wre } in direction 


that pene ‘ 1! i j j to be 


efiort 
steer 
whee | 


parkin 
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a driver's instinctive response to the need fe 
veering quickly around another car, missing 
straying child, etc., may result in unintende: 
oversteering of the car with dire results 

The steering-assist mechanisms furnished by 
the other motor car manufacturers have the 
basic advantages inherent in the Chrysler design 
but generally lack one of the disadvantages 
With these, the driver exerts all the effort that 
would normally be required to steer the car and 
slight corrections in direction 
When going 
around a bend or sharp curve in the road, and 


make necessary 
when traveling on a straight road 


when parking, the assist comes into use and 
limits the effort required by the driver to a 3 
to 4-pound pull Most 


increase the amount of steering action produced 


manufacturers also 


by one turn of the wheel, but not to the same 
Thus, 


makes, there is less tendency to oversteer, and 


degree as Chrysler with those other 
the average driver has the feeling of closer control 
of his car and more “‘road feel." 

On a few cars, such as Chevrolet and Ford, the 
assist functions only to reduce the steering effort; 
there is no accompanying increase in the angle 
of response or turning of the car for one turn of 
the wheel \ real advantage of power steering 
is thus not present on these cars, and since the 
steering effort required without power steering 
even when parking, is not great on a light car 
CR can see little justification for the average 
driver of normal strength and build to purchase 
power-steering equipment on Chevrolets, Ford 
or Plymouths 

\ major criticism of many power-steering 
designs in the past has been the need for manual 
correction of car direction after making a turn 
General Motors’ (Saginaw) power-steering de 
vices supplied this year on all GM cars, except 


Chevrolel, and on some other makes have a 


completely redesigned svstem which it is claimed 
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has the self-restoring feature. CR's experience 
with this newly available design was not entirely 
satisfactory It was found to function very 
satisfactorily on the Buick Roadmaster but not 
too satisfactorily on the Oldsmobile Super &8&: 
however, the difficulty may have been a matter 


of adjustment 


Automatic transmissions 


essentially, automatic transmissions are expen 


sive, intricate gadgets invented to reduce the 
bodily effort and strain attendent upon driving 
an automobile. Expert drivers and those among 
the less expert who are conscious of the many 
disadvantages of the automatic drive still prefer 
a “standard”’ or old-fashioned gear shift he 
number of drivers favoring the old-style trans 


Auto 


matic transmissions are now standard equipment 


mission is, however, decreasing steadily 


on all high-priced luxury cars, are purchased by 
more than 90 percent of the buyers of medium 
priced cars, and are estimated to have been on 
about 75 percent of the 1955 models sold by Ford, 
ind Plymouth 


Perhaps the smoothest of the transmissions 


Chevrolet 


tested was the Dynaflow used on Buick lhe 


iuddition of a second stator assembly in the 


torque converter has improved the car's low 


speed icceleration performance considerably 


While 


Claimed, the 1956 model Buick Special tested bi 


Savings in gasoline consumption ire 


(‘R was found to give about the same gasoline 


mileage as the 1955 car 


The Il ydra-Matu 


improved considerabh 


as used on some Ca&rs has 
ilso beet Iwo of the 
three band-clutches which were an integral part 
of the shifting mechanism have been replaced 
by a fluid coupling and so-called sprag-clutches 


brake on i 


transmission 


similar in action to the coaster 


bievels The shifts in the new 


were ioticeabl smoother Those who have 


Culaway photograph of the 
new tliydra-Matic trans 
mission. Complicated mec 
anisms such as this may 
need frequent and expen 
site servicing and proper 
work vill depe nd upon 
skill and experience of a 
specially trained workman 
who may nol be available 
when his skill ia needed 


1956 





Hy ira Vat becaust | 


its speed of shifting and fast acceleration « ipa 


hitherto prete rred the 


bilities will find the new transmission somewhat 


slower in accelerating The new I/ydra- Matic, 


position 


which now also has a desirablk Park” + 


is available only on Cadillac, and some models of 
Oldsmobile and Pontiac 
it will be used on all (GM lines in 1957 except 


is still 


but it is expected that 


Buick and Chevrolet Che older versio 
supplied on most Pontiac ind on Oldsmobile &4 


Va h, and Hud on cars 


The Chrysler PowerFlite transmission, which 
with variations is used on all ¢ hrvsler | 5s. was 


major mechani il spect 


not changed in an 


Inste id { hrvsler engineers have devel ne la 


new kind of control device——push-buttons on 
the dash Push-button shifting seems to be an 
innovation of doubtful advantage Because the 
driver must reach forward at arm's length to 
shift, (R considers the new shift n ri 
convenient to use than the usual lever at 


steering columr In addition the butto 


making available another and different m« 


for shifting, further complicate an already con 


fused situation for persons who must drive 
more than one car 

CR has long felt that shiflt-lever quadrants 
should be standard for ill 


missions 


iutomatK trans 
The introduction of new and differs 
kinds of shifting mechanisms, whether mecha 
ical as on the Chrysler cars, or electrical as on 
the new Packard steering-column-mounted co 
trol with its 6 push buttons, can only serve 
confuse the average driver, and render more 
likely the occurrence ol dangerous accidents 
driving because of the failure to establish depe 
able habit patterns in controlling gear shilt 

The lord Motor ( OM pain did not make 
important changes in their Fordomatic, Merc 
Vatic, and Turbodrive transmissions \ll 
tinue to be satisfactory 

Since a salesman will be sure to point out 
idvantages ol owning a car eq upped A 
automatic transmission, (R feels that 
help many if we point out some of th 
vantages 

1. (sasoline mileage will likely be 
with standard transmission, and 
stantially lower on some makes 

2. Use ol premium gas ma 
i few makes with automatic shift 


3. Siusce the systems are complicated, set 


checks will be more frequent 


ind upkeep 


be higher Ihe transmission case must 
refilled at intervals with 84% to 13 quarts of 
sper ial oil at a cost of about 55 cents a quart 

4. Loss in value on a turn-in of the automati 


transmission will be much higher than with the 


SINISSiO the depreci 
itomat transmission 
the first year 

iutomatic transmission may be 
in a remion that is hilly or mountainous 
5. Precise control of the car that w otherwise 
available to a skilled driver is la King un ler spe 
cial or emergency conditions (e.g., in mud, sand 


or snow, and on ice 


lor the dri who has not acquired exp riness 
in use of shift car, the automatic trans 
mission 18 usu id vantageous Be extrentely 
wary ol using “kick-~lown 


or twcy roads Many 


curred for lack of an appreciation of the dangers 


at all on wet, slippery, 
serious dents have o 
ot a disastrous skid when a down is made 
with the engine speeded up sharp! on tull 


throttle 


Cadillac 62 


It was expected that Cadillac, with 

increase olf 345 rated horsepower this ‘ would 
have something very special in the way olf fast 
vetawa A\ctuall the car did not show the 
1 fact which perhaps 


Hydra-Matu 


on which is designed to reduce the 


expected high icceleration 
can tx attributed to the new 
K, Of sharpie sol transition trom one 
to the next higher ¢ The wear change 

that on the Pontiac at Oldsmobile, has 
three | ) n ibout second in going 
There was also 
1 fluid 

and 


from ‘ } per hour 


t he lower ! / ite 
Was le woelera 


lorma 


vever? if 
cle ’ alvle 


occurred 


i moo 
speed on rough pa erm 
i the rear seat pas 
os, the rear end ol vctuall 

tomed the tront s wart ver 
subjecte } hopp’ rick 
the nde o car tested b ‘ Vv ood 
is Wah 
Report 
ISTTIISSO 
the : 
celerato 
if 
mount of Om 
ninto tourth 
th ( Ix 
Thy powell 
with 


With 
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mission in neutral, three applications of the 
that, the 


‘ onsidered too 


power brake were available; after 
braking effort was rather high 
high for an average woman driver) 
rhe power steering of this car was not as 
precise as on the Buick Roadmaster, and the 


With the 


engine switched off and the transmission in 


steering effort required was higher 


neutral, the steering effort was moderately 
stiff (more effort required than for the Buick 
Roadmaster, under the same conditions). The 
self-return of the steering system was considered 
not as good as on the Buick. When the car was 
driven at high speed around turns, it held its 
position well with little tendency for the rear 
end to shift from its course 

Che engine and transmission noises were very 
low rhe only objectionable noise was a 
whistling sound at the rear window frame 

rhe large and definitely undesirable sharp 
pointed projections on the front bumper have 
been continued from last year. Cadillac, like a 
good many other makes, has continued use of 
indicating lights instead of the more desirable 
ammeter and oil-pressure gauges \ better 
arrangement, especially on any high-priced car, 
would be ammeter and pressure gauges and 
indicating lights. This would have the advantage 
of giving a warning to persons not willing to 
read the gauge indications that the ignition had 
been left on, while making it possible for a 
driver familiar with gauges to get information 
about the car's engine and generator and battery 


action which is not afforded by the lights alone 


Specifications, prices, and CR's rating of the Cadillac 62 
appear on page 14 


Ford Customline V-8 


The Ford Customline V-8& was essentially the 
same as the Fairlane V-8 except that it had an 
engine with 13 percent lower rated horsepower 
and weighed about 120 pounds less. Engine 
noises were at a low level, but the automati 
transmission of the Customline V-8& tested by 
CR did not operate as smoothly as did those 
of the other Fords tested; there was, for example 
a noticeable metallic thump when the car was 
brought to a stop 


Specifications, prices, and C R's rating of the Ford Custom 


line V-& appear on page 15 


Chrysler Windsor 

The Chrysler Windsor when driven at moderate 
speeds gave a very good ride, better than the 
Yorker and much better than 
Wind noises were low, and there 


Chrysler New 
the Cadillac 62 
was no body rumble on rough roads, but the 
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engine and transmission noise level was higher 
than with the Chrysler New Yorker (see CR 
BULLETIN, March 1956). The Chrysler power 
steering called for far too little effort to operate 
see ‘Power steering,” pages 7-8). 

Che brake pedal effort with power brakes was 
The steering column inter- 
the operator's foot in 
Che illumination 


low to moderate. 
fered somewhat with 
ipplying the service brakes 
of the instruments, including the push-button 
controls of the automatic transmission, was 
considered good Rheostat 
is used for the entire panel lighting system. 

years, CR has commented ad- 


(dimmer) control 


For some 
versely on the emergency brake used on cars of 
unsale type 
during 


Chrysler make as being of an 
This was emphatically demonstrated 
CR's 
made of the ability of the Windsor’s emergency 
brake to bring the car to a stop from a speed of 
40 miles per hour. Application of the emergency 
brake, which is on the drive shaft instead of the 


tests when determinations were being 


wheels, as it is on most cars, locked the drive 
shaft, causing the rear wheels to skid Phis 
locking damaged the drive shaft brake drum 
and the brake drum had to be replaced. Emer 
gency brakes generally are not sufficiently well 
designed and dimensioned to serve effectively 
as emergency brakes in case the regular brake 
fails: yet they must be used in that way, and 
if they do not function reasonably well for this 


purpose, the result may be serious or even fatal 
injury to the driver and the passengers, and 
Che Chrysler type 


serious damage to the car 
of brake could be dangerous and has definitely 
been a hazard in cases known to CR 

Manufacturers of automobiles must all face 
up to the fact that the present emergency brakes, 
even the best of them, are really effective only tor 
parking, and some of these brakes, as any experi- 
enced driver knows, perform even that function 
only poorly, or against motion in one direction 
only With the automotive industry at last 
claiming to pay attention to salety considera 
tions, it would seem to be in order to revive the 
mechanical reserve braking system as used by 
Hudson prior to 1953, and extend this to give 
four-wheel emergency More 
over, the braking action should be as good as that 
ifforded by the regular when 
emergency brake application is necessary, 
will be need for braking that will stop the car 
in as short a distance as would be provided by 
the usual hydraulic brakes on the wheels 

Che drive-shaft brake has certain advantages 


braking action 


brakes, since, 
there 


from the standpoint of design and convenience 
but it has fundamental 
the fact that one rear 


for the manufacturer 


weaknesses, including 
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wheelt can turn even though the brake is locked 
provided that the other wheel is, for example, on 
surtace 


traction 


the 


ice or other slippery or poor 


and can rotate backward o area 


slippery 
The drive-shaft brake is particularly susceptible 
out in the event that it must 


to being burned 


he kept eng ived ior a cot sider ible distance 


pecthicaltion 4 and rain i the Cary 


Windsor on page 16 


Studebaker Champion 


ore would perh ips xX 


ippear 


On first consideratior 


the Studebaker Champion to be the ideal car 
the 
tion It 


man ‘ 


terested in economical tra sporta 


driver i 
is light and not overpowered is re so 
both 
lowest of all 1956 model cars 

S } 


yt toda’ Ss cars horsepower i d 


weight are the 


its width is 2 inches less tha Chevroie, S 
than Ford In addition 


Champien has had 


lesa the pact, th 
giving good 


the 


i reputatior lor 


gasoline mileage Untortunatel horse 


power seems somewhat too low to accommodat 
the to 


from 0 


tor weet 
Siu 
thar 


tha 


automat tr 
ov 


LNSMISsio 


hour the lebarker 


miles 


i) percent 


per 


required overt more tirnee tne 


over 50 more time 
The eco 
ect exceptliolr ally good ¢ isoline econom 
that talls 

Yet the 
disappointing 
than the more 


Although the 


width as the 


Rambler percent 


rolet 6 omy-minded driver w 


icceler ition pert 


bek Ww usual ] 


ance Cham pion isoline mileage 


too 2 


miles per ¢ illo 


Ford 


over 


wwerltul Rambler and 
j 
the Same 
) 


ibout Z 


Champion has 


Rambler, it has 
less comlort 


Riding 


somewhat of 


shoulder roon this makes it 


quali 
the h 


three | 
fair, the rick 
The car handled 
except that it did not straighten out alt 
as is desirable he 
that it 


ior seating issernvers 


were beings 


sicle nicely a id Was @€a5 
steer 
wheel 


ith 


a turn steering 


ited “) interfered w 


poorly lo 
driver's knee in application of the brakes 

The 
ment, as it failed to operate properly during 
and 
smooth in 


he 


nois\ 


automatic transmission required ud 


after it was serviced 


shifting 


break-in period 


action was not as iron 
engine and tran 


Phe 
pedal pres 


to second as desirable 


somew hat brakes w 
onl 
1 he door handles were well pl iced so that ti 
could not be accidentall 
Indu lights were 


ae Sif ible 


mission were 


good, requiring moderate 


opened by the AT) 
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itirig used inst 


pointer gat ior ammeter and 
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nent 
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He wire 
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hood Ww“ 
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indi 40 


All of the cars tested by CR this year were 
equipped with automatic transmissions 








DIMENSIONS AND WEIG 


MAKE AND MODEL 


Buick 


pectal 
Century 


uper 
Roadma ster 
Cadillac 62 
Ow 
75 
Chevrolet 6 


lV -4 


Windsor 
New Yorker 


Chrysler 


Continental 


Firedome 


Fire Atle 


DeSoto 


Dod ge 6 
Royal V-4 
Custom Royal V-4 


Ford 6 
| 5 
Fairlane V-4 





Hud on Wasp 4 
Hornet 6 
Hornet V-4 

Imperial 

Lincoln Capri 

Mercury 

Nash man 6 

ador 6 


sador V-4 


Slate 
limba 


{mba 


Oldsmobile 


Packard Clipper DeLuxe 


Patrician 
Plymouth 6 
V-4 
Chieftain 


Siar Chie/ 


Pontiac 


Rambler 


Studchaker Champion 6 
Commander 


President 


SSO) 


“a 


‘0 


vi @ 


[‘sS@ 


17 #@ 
O0* (a 
170 @ 
165 @ 


‘0 @ 


a 


255 @ 


NoO@ 


Ht) ta 


Ht) @ 
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iH) (a 


MECHANICAL 


Compression Ratio 
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3 
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For explanation of column headings, see vege 11 








SPECIFICATIONS 
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DETAILS AND CONCLUSIONS ON 


Cadillac 62 


Cadillac 62. factory list price 


plus federal excise tax, freight 


Jersey), and dealer's preparation and conditioning charge, $4350. 


The 1956 Cadillac is a good car as was its predecessor of 1955. Its estimated 


depreciation is very low, much below its competitors in this price class. How- 


ever, it was found to be inferior to last year's model in acceleration and fuel 


economy, and judged inferior in riding quality. Nevertheless, in view of its 


phenomenally low depreciation (18 % 


this car still warrants an A rating. 


CR’s findings on road tests 


Gasoline mileage under test conditions 


as against 29°%, for Chrysler Imperial) 


it a constant speed of ait 


17.9 m.p.g. (very good for a car of this size and weight). 


Acceleration times from 0 to 30 m.p.h., 
, 6.9 sec.; from 40 to 60 m.p.h., 5.8 se 


13.4 sex from 20 to 50 m p h 


19 sex from 0 to 60 m.p.! 


hese accelerations were all higher than needful or desirable, but the 


accelerations were not as high as might be expected, for a car of such 


high rated horsepower in relation to weight 


Speedometer was unusually accurate 
Odometer was inaccurate by about 1°. 


about 1 m.p.h. fast at 60 m.p.1 


Prices 


Factory-suggested retail 


price 


*Federa! tax 


*Freight, New Jersey 


*Preparation and conditioning 55 


Delivered price $4350 


Accessories and extras 
(factory installed) 


Automatic transmission, power 
brakes, power steering, turn sig 
nals, backup lights, windshield 
washer, oil filter, oil-bath air 
cleaner (all standard equipment) 

Heater and defroster $129 

Radio 132 

Power-actuated seat, ''6-way 97 

Tinted glass 46 

White sidewall tires (8.20x15) 49 

Undercoating 40 


14 e CONSUMERS’ RESEARCH BULLETIN e 4PRI/ 


Specifications 


Taxable horsepower: 51.2 
Taxable weight: 4430 lt 


Engine 

8 cylinders in ‘“V"’ arrangement 

Piston displacement: 365 cu. in 

Brake horsepower (rated): 285 at 
4600 rpm 

Compression ratio: 9.75 to 
quires premium gas) 

Oil filter: partial-flow type 

Cooling system capacity inclu 
heater: 19.5 qt 


Chassis 

Wheelbase: 129 in 

Over-all length: 215 in 

Width: 80 in 

Tires: 8.00 x 15 (overloaded) 
Brake factor: 43 (average) 
Minimum road clearance: 6.1 in 
Turning diameter: 43.4 ft 

Steering wheel turns (full right to 


full left): 4.0 


Other details 

Battery: 12-volt 70-amp.-hr 
Gasoline tank: 20 gal 
Windshield wipers: vacuum 
Curb weight of car tested: 4840 





DETAILS AND CONCLUSIONS ON 


Ford Customline V-8 


A Specifications 


Ford Customline V-8 Fordomatic. 

# this car, plus freight and dealer's prey 
was about $2400 

Like the Ford Fairlane V-8, considered a good car yiving a fairly good srrangement 


}Qo85 te is ’ j . me 73 u 


on rough roads; was judged better than the | mode! in several resp« 


(rated 
CR’‘s findings on road tests rpn standard 


Gasoline mileage under test conditions 4400 rpr 


Acceleration times | 
| from 20 to SO}: 


T 
ire ill good 


Speedometer wi 0 mt st at Odometer 
+ 7 last 


liameter 


whee t 


Prices 
Other details 


Battery: 12-9 
pasoline tank: 17 


} wipers vacuun 


Factory-suggested retail! Accessories and extras Wis eld 
price (4-door sedan (factory installed) Cul ight of car tested: 34 

"Federal tax 2-door ' 

*Freight , Fordomatic”’ transmission $178.2 

*Preparation and onditioning For other accessories, see report 

ae 


on Ford Fairlane (December 19 


Delivered price Bulletin 
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DETAILS AND CONCLUSIONS ON 


Chrysler Windsor 








A- Specifications 


Chrysler Windsor PowerFlite. | actory list price delivered in Pennsy Taxable horsepower: 46.5 
vania including federal excise tax, plus freight and dealer's preparation Taxable weight: 3900 lb 
Engine 


Judged a good substantial family car, except for the weakness of the emergency 8 cylinders in ‘"V"’ arrangement 
brake system Piston displacement: 331 cu. in 


and conditioning charge, $3090 


Brake horsepower (rated): 225 at 
CR’s findings on road tests 4400 rpm 
Gasoline mileege under test conditions: at a constant speed of 50 m.p.h Compression ratio: 8.5 to 1 (uses 
15.8 m.p.g. (not good ) regular gas) 
Oil filter: full-flow type 
Cooling system capacity including 
heater: 25 qt 


Acceleration times from 0 to 30 m.p.h., 4.9 sec.; from 0 to 60 m.p.h., 13.4 
sec.; trom 20 to 50 m.p.h 7.4 sec from 40 to 60 m.p.h., 6.5 see | hese 
figures are all good and about the same as those obtained for the Butci 
40 Spec ial Chassis 
Speedometer was about 3 m.p.h. fast at 50 m.p.h Odometer was als: } ss ae “7 on 
ver-all length: 220 in 
fast by the unusually large figure of 6% (approximatels Width: 78.8 in 
Tires: 7.60 x 15 (overloaded) 
Brake factor: 54 (very good) 
Minimum road clearance: 6.2 
Turning diameter: 43.8 ft 
Prices Steering wheel turns (full right to 
full left) 5.5 (3.5 with power 


. 4 steering) 
Factory-suggested retail PowerFlite’’ transmission 190.00 


price (4-door sedan) $2565 Power brakes 39.80 Other details 
*Federal tax 205 Power steering 97.00 Battery: 12-volt 60-amp.-h: 
*Freight 70 Power-actuated seat, ‘‘4-way’’ 79.20 Gasoline tank: 21 gal 
*Preparation and conditioning 60 Radio 99.80 Windshield wipers: electri 
Safety group (back-up Curb weight of car tested: 4220 |b 
Delivered price 2900 lights, trunk light, rear 


door lights, glove box 
Accessories and extras light, non-glare mirror 
(factory installed) windshield washer, pad 
Oil filter, oil-bath air cleaner, and ded instrument panel) 
turn signals (all standard equip Tinted glass 
ment) Two-tone paint 
Heater and defroster $ 82.00 White sidewall tires 


16 e CONSUMERS’ RESEARCH BULLETIN e@ APRIL, 195¢ 





DETAILS AND CONCLUSIONS ON 


Studebaker Champion | ad a Be 


B Specifications 


price " iu Taxable h. rsepower: 21 


Studebaker Champion Flightomatic. 


ind dealer and conditions Taxable weight: 2835 lk 


federal excise tax, plus freight 
ch irye $2? 66 
Engine 


We believe that a good 6 cylinders, “L” head 


Judged an ordinary car with no outstanding features 
Piston displacement: 185.6 


many drivers, used to the performance of other more popular cars in the price 


class, will consider the Champion somewhat underpowered Brake horsepower (rated) 


4000 rpm 
CR’s findings on road tests Compression rat 


Gasoline mileage under test conditions: at peed of 50 m.p.h., regular gas) 
17.2 m.p.g. (not good for a 6-cylinder car « V t Over-all miles Oil filter: partial-llow type 

per gallon for the 1500 miles the car test period Cooling system capacity including 
was 16.5 (average heater: 12-1 


Acceleration times from 0 to 30 n Chassis 


san from 20 to 50 p.t 14.9 s irom to 7 ; Wheelbase: 116.5 in 


These acceleration times were mu 


Rambler, a car of about the same 


Over-all length: 201 in 
Width: 71.3 i 

Tires: 6.40 ) (overloaded 
Speedometer \ ry inaccurate; 10 m.p t (1 Brake factor: 46 (q 


s of 5 r % bout 7 
peed of 50 m Odometer was about 7 Minimum road clearanc 
Turning diameter: 39.5 ft 


Steering wheel turns (full right t 


full left 4-1 


Other details 


Prices Battery 12-volt 5O-amp.-hr 
Gasoline tank: i6 gal 
Windshield wipers: vacuum (ele 
tri avaliabie 48 optional equis 
Accessories and extras ment) 
(factory installed) Curb weight of 


Flightomatic”’ trans 


Factory-suggested retail 
price (4-door sedan) 
*Federal tax and handling 

mission 
*Freight (to New York City) 84 Radio 
Heater and detroster 
*Preparation and conditioning 24 Electric windshield wipers 
Cigarette lighter 


Delivered price $2077 Two-tone paint 
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CR’s recommendations of | 156 cars in seven price groups 


rhe prices given throughout are base prices plu 
federal excise tax and are for 4-door sedans wit! 
They do not includ 
freight, local sales tax, if any, or dealers’ prepara 


standard equipment 


tion and conditioning charges Freight in the 


Kast will add $70 to $125 


and 


dealers’ preparatior 
will add from $20 
(Rambler) to $125 or more to these prices 

Not 


the convenience of our 


conditioning charges 
ill cars listed were tested by CR. For 
readers, prices of cars 
having no ratings are given, in their appropriate 


ZrOUuUps 


——_—__—— 





CR's choices within the price groups reflect a 
great deal of study and discussion of many de- 
they 


selections for all 


tailed considerations. However may not 
reflect the 


drivers, as individual tastes and requirements 


necessarily best 
differ; many will give great emphasis to features 
that 
Prospective purchasers of a new car will often 


and details others consider unimportant 
find it advantageous to read the detailed reports 
on the cars concerned which appear in the De 
cember 1955 through April 1956 BULLETINS 


before reaching a final decision 





PRICE GROUP 1 ($1775-1971) 





l his and 
priced lines of 6-cylinder cars, and three of the 
st-priced lines of V-8's All of 
Rambler DeLuxe, have 


Sales in this group are small, as 


group consists ol the low medium 


lowe these cars 
except the standard 
transmissions 
seem to prefer the fancier de luxe 


most peop 


and super de luxe models 


CR‘S SELECTIONS 
Automatic transmission cars: 
Rambler DeLuxe Hydra-Mati 


First choice 


Standard transmission cars: 
Ford 
Chevrolet 


Rambler 


birst choice 
Second choice 


Third choice 


Plym th P 
Plymouth Savoy 6 
Plymouth Plaza V-8 


za © 


Studebaker Champion 6 








| PRICE GROUP 2 (2000-3188) © 








Ford, 


included 


models of Chevrolet, 


Plymouth, Rambler, and Studebaker are 


most popular 


in this group. The choice between a 6- and an 
is chiefly 


The &'s 
and are 


8-cvlinder car a matter of personal 
acceleration 


than 


preference have higher 


performance, somewhat quieter 


the 6's, but do not give as good gasoline econom) 
CR‘S SELECTIONS 
Standard or automatic transmission cars: 
Ford 
Chevrolet 


Rambler 


First choice 

se mn ‘ how c 

Phird choice 
Price 


$2000 
020 


Rating 
Rambler Custom 
Chevrolet 210 \V-8 
Ford 6 Mainline Fordomati« "24 A 
Chevrolet 150-6 Powerglic "27 


Chevrolet Bel Air 6 "44 
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Ford Fairlane 6 
Ford Customline \ 
Rambler Super Hydra-Mati 

Chevrolet 210-6 Powerglide P11 
Ferd V-8 Mainline I 


Chevrolet 150 V-8 P 


2044 
050 


68 


wdomatu 124 
ywerplide 1296 
Ford 6 Customline Fordomati 128 
Chevrolet Bel Air 1S 
Ford Fairlane \ 1145 
Rambler ¢ lra-Matic 


71S 


6 PowerF lit 
1 Sa \V-8 
th Savo 
th Belves 


th Plaza V-8 Power 


6 PowerF lite 


debaker Chamy 6 Flightomati 


tudebaker Commander 


1950 














In this group are the automatic transmission 


cars of Ford, Chevrolet, Plymouth, and Studebaker, 
Buick Specia Pontiac, 
Vash Statesman standard 


’ 


which compete 

Vercury, Dodge, and 
transmission cars If one preters to lorego the 
convetmience in automatic transmission, he 
! i’ bu i he cares to one ol the 
of standard transmission cars 


one of the Big 3 


latter group 


at i 1 only 


shieohth ibove 


iutomatic transmission 


Standard transmission cars: 
Vercury 


kirst choice I 
Second ‘ ho. ‘ Bu cr Sper ld 


| h rd hor ‘ Pontiac 


Automatic transmission cars: 


| irst chomwe Ford 
SeCO | rolel 
Piymouth 


PRICE GROUP 4 ($2413-2693) 








Standard transmission cars: 
| irst choice Oldsmobile 


Second choice VUercury 


Automatic transmission cars: 
| irst < hon c Old moote A&A 
Second choice Vercury 


Third choice: Buick Specia 


Old 

Po 

Pontiac 
Mercury 
Mercury Custon 
Pontiac 870 H 


PRICE GROUP & (§2729-2980) 








/ Su per 


Buick Century Dynaflou 

; é H nad sor PowerF 
Price Rating 
$2783 
2050) 
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PRICE GROUP 6 $3029-3673) 





Buick Roadmaster Dynaflow or 
Oldsmobile 98 Hydra-Matic 


birst choice 


Price 
Buick Super Dynaflow $4205 
Oldsmobile 98 Jetaway Hydra-Mat $253 A 
Buick Roadmaster Dynaflow 4458 


4673) A 


Rating 


Chrysler New Yorker PowerF lite 


wey 

Super I 05 

per ( ustom 3069 
idor Custom 8 


tom Hydra-Mat 


tom Ultramat 


dra-Matic 














First choice: Cadillac 62 

Price Rating 
Cadillac 62 $4241 
Cadillac 60 4992 A 
Cadillac 75 6558 


kard Patricia 
oln Premier 
sler Imperia 


i tal 


Audiorama (Audio Fair) 1955 


[ YOU MISSED the Audio Fair in New York 
in October, you didn't miss too much 

Most persons attend with the idea that the 
industry will turn out something startling and 
every vear, but 

There 
very many really new or vitally changed prod 
ucts shown on the four floors of the Hotel New 
Yorker, where the Audio Fair was held 

After a visit to each floor 


important, even revolutionary 


that's a bit too much to expect weren't 


ind the various ex 


hibits, one noticed a more subdued itmosphe re 
as compared with previous Audio Fairs in New 
York ( ity Some 


had theu rooms jammed with various produ ts 


manufacturers who last vear 
and demonstrations offered only a minimum dis 
play in 1955 

Much of the usual excitement and color of the 
Fair 


grumbling at the charge of 50 cents made for a 


seemed to be lacking There was much 


directory of exhibits. In past years, an adequat 


director with no advertisements, was wive 


free to the visitors at the show 
\ search tor new offerings vielded only 


Most 


two offered 


items were of minor importance 


one of something really new a 


advantageous to the audio art QOutstand 


were the new electrostatx ikers that were 


seen in several exhibits il ist two manutlace 
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Mass 


making such speakers (at 


turers, Janszen Lab., Inc., Cambridge 
ind Pickering, are 
present, they are used mainly as high-frequency 


speakers, or tweeters The relatively small 
AR 1 ol \cousti 


sound qu ilit 


Research, Inc produced 
not usually expected from a small 


Cie losurt 


No really 


in umplihers 


new oflering was ex per ted or found 
Such changes 


sisted mainly of 


is there were co 


ncreased power output which 
is not needed in home use of umplifiers repla Ing 
the previously typical 10-watt amplifier All 
the amplihers heard sounded good on a com 
parison basis. but the sizes 


rooms ind the 


ind shapes of the 
exhibition variety ol speakers 


used, made a proper comparison ol the various 


br inds Hn poss ble 


\ novel ind teresting dev ce was the (Ortho 
on display and in use by sev 
his is desiy 


tracking error 


SOTIIC Dini 
! } 


systems 


eT il ‘ xh bitors of fh i¢ 


to eliminate the unavon 


pres t with the arms hitherto universall 
Phis dis ISSsiO is ecessaril lirrite 
eral observatto ibout things see! 


\udio hair 





Dictation Equipment — Part 1 


Accessthility of parts for servicing us an unportant consideration Phe cat 
making all tubes and the mechanism read 
ih decreased 


al the left, us hinged al the rear 1 


Slenoretle, al the right, 2 an ¢ rample of es pec tally compact desiqr 


ier 


This is the second of two parts of a report Charges | 
on dictation equipment. Part one appeared in the to $31, depe 
March 1956 Consumers’ Research Bulletin. lneated fron 
service ce 
Cost of maintenance wwailahle a 


d ip, per ma rhitne dep adi ie 


ta ‘ ) ’ $21 
\ modern dictating machine is a rather compli distance 
cated mechanism t uses an electronic circuit Irom servicing 


tation Phis poli includes two 
similar to the mn} r found in many home inspections, service ind replacement of ill part 
radio and television sets together with a micro Service contracts for the Peirce are handled b 
irom pla e¢ to 


ACCESSOTICS The distributors ! it Val 


dictati ichine Lhere 


i cel the / lison lt { which 


em 


phone, earphones, and other 
prospective purchaser ol a 


hould remember that he may likely have 
lor electri | trouble if . i) ‘ pl 


~<| if Su per ‘ 


ta imount of mechanica 


with it from time to time kor this re 


sured availability of prompt and compet: Sienorelie has no servi 
pair service 1s important in making cn All prices shown in the 
Dealers usually offer sar iccessories and tederal 
nd other accessor ire iv 


iy CAses 


lar to a television repair 
tl 1 f \ nt most machines at an ditional charge 


maintenance alter lw ori 
I he Dictaphone, Gra Sound Scribe 


runs out Most orts 
1-year repl cement ot uipment 
service it no extra cos 
indul expensive 

hay hard Im 

t for rewular 

\ service contract 1s 
ludograph machines wh 

il inspection 


ad the 


nu’ 
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Reference Data 


RECORDING 


Foot Size 
Control Diameter 


Machine Microphone Headset 
inches 


Combination dictating-transcribing machines 
Dictaphone $124 


Single units 


Dictaphone, dictating $560 


Dictaphone, transcribing $560 


SoundScriber (portable) $275 


A. Recommended n some 
del 
Dictaphone Time-Master re Tronecribing mechine 
Lexington \ ‘ New York li Dictatir i! 
Model TA $360, 65 watt transcribing . 
Model TB-S, $360, 45 watts. 105-12 and col 


a i 


sf 
Gray Audograph 


Hartiord 1, ¢ 


$361 


Dictating machine. Hand-held microph 

trols for start-stop, and review of last few words. Cor 
recuion markings and end-of-letter markings on inde 

strip applied by use of control on machine. Playback 

through microphone or built-in speaker Recording Dictating machine. lHiand-held microplh: 

considered exceptionally clear and life-like, with very trols for start-stop, review of last few w 
light record surface noise Recording exceptionally ing corrections and end of letters. Playb 
free from undesirable noise pick-up, hence machine is microphone unless built-in SR « 
exceptionally well adapted for use in noisy surround chased Recordings considered clear 

ings, as on a plane or tram Has a light to indicate good), with slig {f record surfac 
on-off and has a flashing neon light to indicate that | 

machine is recording. Warning bell signifies 

to end of the recording medium and machine turn recording 

#1 automatically at the end (desirabl Warning A\ccessibilit 

buzzer sounds unless machine is in dictate position p. 21). W 

Workmanship judged very good The 7ime-Master is is judged cor 

judged convenient and easy to operate Short len 1 good ma 


ft recording medium ! ! a disadvat tage 
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MACHINE SIZE. INCHES 


COST OF RECORDING 

MEDIUM PER HR. OF 
DICTATION WEIGHT 
APPROX Height Width DOeptr POUNDS 


pearance, size, recording medium, cost o 
ombination units of same make 


i 


Gray Combination Model BID-5 
Ci $424 Ihe " ns , 


Sound Scriber 


t y machine 


chine Vodel 


60 watts each 


Peirce President Combination, Model 560-D 
000 No Northweat H 


Dictating machine 


rt | 
im 
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dictated material Playback of dictation is through 
the microphone used as a speaker or through the built 
in loud-speaker The Peirce has a green pilot light 
which indicates that the machine is on A red light 
comes on when the machine is set for dictation No 
recording-level indicator Machine is well designed 


and finished, Over-all workmanship considered good 


Accessibility for servicing not as good as Gray Audo 
; 


graph Recording judged clear: surface noise wa ot 
audible Playback through the microphone was cri 
with . 3" sounds strong! heard i. ectionatn 


Machine used as « transcriber; Ha olume control 


no speed or tone control Playback through the ear 


‘ vO indi itor 
phones was clear, free from objectionable distortion 
dicates that the machine 


and was remarkably free from background noise , 


in the recording 
. el indicator for re 

B. Intermediate 

Mmilive 

Stenorette De Jur-Ams« Corp 15-01 vorthert ind microphone 

Bivd., Long Island City 1, N.\ machine is manufac stances, during pla 

tured in Western Germany by Grundig $170 witl tween the groo thi 

necessary accessories for use as either a dictating ma ethers n the recording i on irred most 

chine or a transcribing machine Available as com spacing This machine can be used as a tran 

bination machine, with accessories, at $27.75 extra ng wu "y connecting a foot pedal and using a 

110 volte a.c. only, 28 watt Combination hand and phones rl ‘ the microph iker | 


desk microphone is also used as a loud-speaker for pedal. howe i single control to 

he machine ackspacing must done at the ma 
hine itself by pushing a button on the front Chis 
made the machine inconvenient t ise as a tran 


Parts were not conveniently accessible for ser 


Portable machine 
B. Intermediate (Tentative) 
SoundScriber 200 (SoundScriber Corp 


watt 115 ) Portable machine 


playback. No built-in speaker. Microphone controls 
start-stop of machine, and a button on top control 
review of dictated material The log se: llumi 
nated when the machine is turned on ' rding 
level indicator. Light on microphone indicates wher 
machine is properly set for recording Rewinding 
recording, fast-forward, and playback are accomplished 
by means of push buttons at the front of the machine 
Repeated reviews showed up as annoying audible 
squeals in playback. When the machine is used as a 


mite ' and microphone Index contr 


transcriber, the microphone is disconnected and the 
n the machine indicates corres tion and « 


| = > | ) ie) : ) - 

foot pedal and earphones are connected to the machine = dich her SOR Tes 

For limited or infrequent use and where low initial cost ' - 
un hor } ' ind play mack Pla 


" | 
is important the Sienorette would be considered i hand micropho ality of pla hack 


satistactory combination machine well made, ex factors teat 


tremely compact tan Ce 
V.P. Edison Voicewriter, Combination Machine, The 
Model 76500 (Thomas A. Edison, Inc., Ediphone Dir ; und 
West Orange, N.J.) $355. 105 to 125 volts, 60 cyck 

i.c., 25 watts. Hand microphone, with a single b 
start or stop only Playback, accomplished b 

ing a knob on the machine and then pushing 

the microphone, is through the microphone 

a loud-speaker There is no built-in loud 

this machine, but somewhat the same effect gained 


by plac ing the mi rophone on grillework of the ibinet 
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Corrections and Emendations to Consumers Research Bulletins 


Automatic zigzag. «Brother Select-O-Mati (Change vdjustment; tl i howevet 
sewing machines 
Page 10, Col. 2 

Nov. ‘55 Bulletin 


rating to B. Intermediate. New case, could 
tests are being made on the cul the dev ce 
it model Brother machine 
which uses a Westinghouse motor \ll five Stainless Steel 1 bing the procedure 
Tableware 
satiety were satistactor On the basis of pre Page 14 ste \ e and the reference 


Dec. ‘55 Bulletin 
luminary sewing tests, it appears that the tault ( ral specit ilions requiring 


samples of these rect th tested for electric il 


reported of the Brother machine's re juiring tre a Rockwell | . tthe ( scale of not 

quent idjustment has been corrected ss than 48 ’ | ‘ hy irticle tailed 
to give the f cation relerred to 

Apple Parer, Corer The rating of the White Moun namely Ju 

and Slicer 

Page 12 

March ‘55 Bulletin 


specification, dated 
lain Apple Parer, Corer and June 1954 ull wer hardness rat 
Slicer should be changed to B C38 to C46 


( ol 


Intermediate A second sample, (CR regards the umum hardness as 


supplied by the manufacturer and selected at desirable for stainless st knife blades for the 


random from his finished goods stock, worked reason that the harder | ve will retain thei 
well with apples that were good, and firm, and cutting edge for a longer time and resist scratch 
ol winter vaneties The manulacturet claimed ing better than knives with blade hardness ir 


that the first sample must have been out of the lower range 


Abrid ged Cumulative Index of Previous 1956 Consumers’ Research Bulletins 


Month Page Month Page Month 
Agricultural products and the Directions, for use, careful Paint plastik« racket 
middleman Mar., 44 writing needed Feb... 44 Painting, roller ve. brush 
Ammonia and hypochlorite Dryer, clothes, automatic! Mar., 18 Physical therapy 
ble h, mixing, dangerous Jan... 44 Dyes, coal-tar, in foods, several Plane and patterns, do-it 
Antibiotics, in food banned Feb. 4 yoursell 
preservation Mar., 44 Pork, more closely trimmed 
overuse Jan., 4 Editorial each tseue, page 2 Price matutenance, resale 
Appliances, small, repair Price rises 
charges Jan., 4, 44-4 Fabrice 
Automobiles, 19561 acetate and rayon, labeling Jan... 4 Radar speed readings, accuracy 
Mercury Monterey; Ford 6 nylon-and-cotton, unsatisfactory Radio, interference flterst 
(Lustomline Jan... 12-15 perforn e reported Feb... Ranges, das, new 
Buick 4 Special, Chevrolet water-epotting problem Feb., 4, 44 feats Jan... 4; Peb., a4 
210 Six; Pontiac Star Chief Fabrics and fibers, fam Records, phonograph | each leeue 
Piymouth Savoy V-s Peb.. 7-14 mahbility Feb 4 Rugs, problems in buying! Jan... 
Buick Roadar er; Chev Floors, maintenance costs 
rolet 210 V -#; Chrysler New carpeted vs m-carpeted Mar. 4 Shavers, electri Jan 
Yorker, Oldamobile Super Fluoridation of drinking water Mar ‘ Shock, electric, heed warning Jan 
88. Rambler Custom Food and beverages, lead con Silver, tarnish preventive Jan 
Statesman Super 6 tent Pet 2 Skillet, porcelainized iron! Veb 
Station wagons Ford Pood preservation, undesirable Slide projectors heb 
Ranch Wagon Rambler additives in Mar .M Snow -melting systeme Jan 
(roses Country Chevrolet 
210 Towneman; Piymouth Cardening supplies Television and radio sets, lower 
Sport Suburban Stude rackets Mar 2,2 prices predicted Mar 
baker Parkview Mar., 5-8 Television receivers, 19% jan... % 
Automobiles Heaters, electric, portable Mar. 1% interference filters Feb 
accidents and the slow Home crafteaman, recommended picture tubes, caperimental 
driver Mar 4 book reviewed Jan designs Feb 
depreciation, and when to turn Home safety, booklets reviewed Feb... 2 Television viewing and night 
in on a new model Feb 5-6, 14 driving 
new, costs of financing Feb... 4 Instaliment buying, booklet Termite control, proper 
used, misrepresentation in reviewed Jan construction Mar 


Jan 


selling , Tires, spare, as reacue aid Mar 
winter driving facts. book Kitchens, built-in, need for whitewall, cleaning 
lets reviewed standardized dimensions Jan Tooth pastes, epecial ingredients 


Jan 


questionable value Fehr... 4 far 
Blankets, synthetic fiber Lamp bulbs, electric } 7 Toothpicks, ingestion, dangerous Ve 
cleaning ’ Lanolin in cosmetics, increased 
Broilers, rotiaseric! ’ use Vashing machine. automat t Vie 
Longevity. found in eparee! Water heaters, coat of heating 
Cameras, 45 mm Feb settled states ' water 
(oats, new fabrics 


Jan 
prolonme@ing the life of 
cleaning Var 4 as Macaroni and epaghetti tanks Jan 
offees, instant. prices Jan improved qualit Wiring, electrical ’ 
anaumer movement puret Maps. road, roller device 
war Jan... 2,2 Meat, inapection service for 
orfrections and emenda steameahip companies 
tions? Jan. 19; Peb.. 27; Mar 7 Milk, dry of powdered, lead 
ontent 
Dictation equipment Mar.. 24-27 Motion pictures 
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MAKING 
SCREENS 


ALUMINUM §S 


ITH warm weather just around the corner, 
it’s time for the home handyman to start 
thinking about getting the window screens ready 
to put up 
at hand for all the windows, they may need onl, 


If enough good screens are already 
to be washed off and hung. Perhaps some will 
need their frames or screen wire painted \ 
special kind of paint must be used on the screen 
ing to avoid clogging the mesh. Varnish or 
lacquer is sometimes used, but one of these will 
not last as long as a good screen paint. (For dis 
cussion of zine dust-zinc oxide screen paint 

and its 
use, see CR’s July 1955 BuLLetin, page 21 

But if some of the screens need to be replaced or 


which is the best type for the purpose 
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YOUR OWN 


A/uminum screens 

are light enough for even 
a small child lo lift easily 
The ones discussed 

in this article 

each weighed * 4 lb 


new ones made for previously unscreened win 
dows, it’s time to get started on the job 
\ fairly 


proper tools can make a 3 x 6 foot screen of good 


skillful home craftsman with the 


pine wood and aluminum screen wire for about 
$6 in materials and in two to three hours’ time 
or he can purchase one ready-made for perhaps 
$10 For the do-it-yourselfer who preiers the 
aluminum screen frames which are now popular, 
the /lomeshield Easy-To-Make Screen Kit can be 
used easily by even the most inexperienced 
handyman to make a fairly sturdy, lightweight 
Only a hammer or mallet, a screwdriver 
ruler, hacksaw, small file (or sandpaper), a 


piece of soft wood, and perhaps a ladder, are 


screen 


IPRIL, 1956 





Hlomeshield 
yrooves in te 
pt 
a 


Fastening the 
into the 


or 
he 


lool uw available 


fnal thia can also wee 


ie i 
t he pp 
sTreel ia 


24% » 


Fibergla 


if 
1% 


sSCTeenil 


i ime ¢ 
36) 


hi 


sree 


1th he . 
lling the 
uid 
mstructions 


trated 


ior insta 


: 


box tf in cutting 


we ll 


Half-screen 


are 
k 
nominal sizes and full 
up to 4&l, x 72 inches 
Aluminum screen fr 
the home 
Aluminum. The 
purchased separately i 
the 
ol 


( 


neces 


householde rmay « 


acreening to bn used 


kk 
2 


7 inches nominal 


x 
Yourself Aluminum pie 
them to make 28 x 62 


tire assembl procedur 


the ing ibl 


CCOM pan’ 


to he ule i 


crore 


n 
i a litt 


mbied 


belore a 


probabl 


who ass¢ the ~ 


‘ ‘ 


a 


ire cjue 


tT ide or 


the instructior 


reading 
I he 
nel « 


the 


necessar©r 


wor instruct\ 


isv to 


irre 


screening 


written 


handyman of 


purchased a Homeshu 


int 


Time (Minutes) 


Operetion Homeshield Reynolds 


Reading inst ti . 


Assembling necessary tools 
] 


Measuring the wir “ 


Assembling the frame 


Putting in the screer 


Trimming the screer 


Putting away the tools 


Total time 


cher k ol cost sZeS there W 


a small adv ercent favor ol 


the Reyno ‘ 
The Jlome 


mit mie 


Waid issembled 


i 


> 
Re YRO 


the 


' 
’ i } ‘ than tl 
forcing lee . rm ] in i“ 


i wood 1 
Revnolds 


imal 


spline 


} ends ol 


the 


vith a pie special Aluminum the 


ihe a wer frame to necessa©r\ 


15-degree 
lhus 


‘ 


noids pieces were 


not were mac the 
llome 


need 


thas 


ssermbled with mm 


hor 


; } 
’ ‘ 


cl 


for ¢ i amatier 


irts wn each 


ize ip to the wothed » file Oo 


no 


piece | ‘ i SI with 
Re 
hled 
linve 
pieces to hold the 
Che aluminum spline in the J/omesiteld Au was 
lt further advantage 


little to 


t 
ind 


ill steel n 


latches 


\ 
2* lrame sectio 


if both ends 


othe ' 
be 


Both screens 


the 


nges screws miter-cut aj 


must 


' ‘ 
n, and 


the fr 


. oa ce ise a wedged into a slot 


I he 
llus 


mur 


ime sections 


in the frame screening in place 


ind ck irl 
available in 


ki 


ts 
- the easier to use has the 


of adding 
Reynold 


screen ts in five sizes i the strength of the frame 


scree! use a flexible pl ist spline 


b 


} our sel 


also be mace 
Do-It 
preces art priced ind 


nstead of in kit form, and 
kind 


mes can 


, 
Reynolds 


ir’\ 


; 


hoose tor himsell the 
Screen A 

vd Do It 

Ces Al d cut ind assembled 

The 


as shown it 


size al Reynold 


l4 inch screens en 
¢ was tin ed 
vere 
yuld 
the pers 


had 


t 


If several screens 


t he iater ore 


ree 


ister, 


f 


; 
‘ 


) 
< 


i 


" that wco 


th. 


then 


iddition 


betore he 


ms tor iu h ares 


tollow 


; 


the two makes oO 


' 


same price in Inserting a corner brace in the llameshield screen 
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Ihe cross brace of the Reynolds screen w 


not so rugged or 80 easy to assemble as that in 


the Hlomeshield Kut 


iny and drilling instead of just inserting clips 


It required special notch 
The side frames of the Reynolds screen are each 
one piece, while the long sides of the J/omeshield 
are made of two pieces joined by an insert; on 
this account the Homeshield may not be quit 


as strong in resisting handling or abuse 


Left to right 
the Homeshield screen 
and croas brace of Heynolds Do-It-Yourse 


frame seclion, metal spline, and cross brace of 
frame section with paue spline 
f Aluminum 


supplied for installing these 


Phe Homeshteld screen 


The hangers 
acreens were easy to use 
is slid up into U-shaped hinges placed at the top 
of each side of the window frame, then pushed 
into place in the window frame, then latched at 
the bottom The Reynolds is hung from two 
sets of aluminum angle brackets at the top of the 
window frame, and, unlike //omeshield, it can be 
opened to a considerable angle at the bottom (to 
without danger of the 


wash windows, et 


screen's falling off the brackets. On the other 
and, the Homeshield is slightly easier to put up 
ind take down, since it need not be held out so 
far at the bottom to instali or remove 

Unfortunately, the brackets or hinges of the 
kinds mentioned above will have to be removed 
from the window frame in order to permit put 
ting up most storm sash. Removal and replace 
ment of the screen hinges each spring and fall 
would be a great inconvenience 

For more information on screens and scree 
ing, see CR BULLETIN of August 1954 (30 cents 
storm sash and screens, CR 
30 cents 


on combination 


BULLETIN of May 1954 


A. Recommended 
Homeshield Easy-To-Make Screen Kit (American 
Screen Products Co., 807 N.W. 20 St., Miami, Fla 
$7.59 for a kit to make a screen up to 364% x 72 
Also available in four other rectangular sizes and four 
at prices from $3.82 to $9.48 Che kit is 


a minimum of tools 


ajuare sizes 
easy to put together, and requires 
and skill 
weight 

made with the Hlomeshield Kit should last man ears 


The screen is sturdy, attractive, and light in 


With reasonable care in handling 1 screen 
as the Fihergla screening is not imyect to corrosion 
and the aluminum in normal exposure should require 


no maintenance other than cleaning 


B. Intermediate 
Reynolds Do-It-Yourself Aluminum 
Metals Co.,. Louisville 1, Ky 


corner insert 


Aluminum frame se 


tions (6 ft. long reening, and hanget 


to be pure hased separately as needed Cost $6.89 1 


make a 28 x 62 in. screen (using Saran plastic scree: 


ing) \ littl more difficult and time consuming t 


assemble than Homeshield, and not quite so rugged 


(ives the homeowner a choice of screening materia 


but bronze or copper should not be used because of its 


favoring electrolytic corrosion of the aluminum frame 


Of the Editor’s Chest 


Continued from page 2 


is nothing mysterious about its mechanisms 
the amount of money paid to producers, proces 
sors, and distributors for wages and raw materials 
and other factors is necessarily reflected in the 
price the consume}#n pays lor goods and services 
in the marketplace 

Phere is no secret pot of gold or source of high 
profits that can be tapped by legislative 
or administrative fiat to hold down or to reduce 
the cost of living and at the same time provide 


ition 


special consideration for the farmer-producer, 
the labor union member who works in the pro 

essing plant or who drives the truck that takes 
the goods to market, and others involved in the 


complex operations of the market. It is a well 
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established fact that, in spite of the enormous 
volume ol business done by the large meat 
packing concerns, for example, their average 
‘“‘take’’ amounts to only a fraction of a cent per 


pound ol produ t sold 


When the campaign oratory gets particular! 
gl witty and yenerous in its promises ol econom« 
improvement tor some parti ular group, thrifty 
minded consumers will do well to ask themselves 
whether they really want to pay the bills for 
the carrying out of this or that campaign prom 
ise. Inevitably it is the consumer-taxpayers 
who will foot the bills the politicians are so 
ready to incur for them 
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For a cooler home. 


a root of light color 


ELOPLE who are traveling along the roads Dhe figures ippl to p it an angle of 30 

may be surprised to see at times a new house from the horizontal relative temperature 
with a roof that is white or nearly white lhe rise for vertical panels and nels at 45° and 
use of white roofs is on the increase, for it is now 60° inclination from the zontal did not difter 
coming to be well known that temperatures at greatly trom the 
the root » greatly decreased in hot weather A number ‘ ‘ ' were uncovered 
when a roofing material or the paint on a roof is in the Bureau o , d tudies While 
white or of a light shad The white roof is sluminum foil was , 1e best reflector 
best where exposed to the sun and f all surt tex pro » be leas effec 
is roofs in hot dry regions usually are, a tive than the > wh ; wn the nd 
to a paper of the Housi k Home oh pomt of cool 4s 1 Sul lhe reaso 
\gen ol Physiological yjectives ' s that the alu m io mor emissivity at 
Weather Housing wave lengt! en ts are com 

\ report by the ul ‘ dar ’ wn i } emit much 
based o measurenme ' , f | : best whe 
lished 1941, went 1 th 1 sO | —_ wot ground 
detail showed the if 1 my sit , by , } ra iesivil of 
ture ol test pa the sun Vv i naint ’ , i not come to 
various material ating maternals we D cc to the HHFA 


pamphlet rie 


ised ra i mn cr to 


white i » types ol 
ve the lowe eratures 
ecdium gree paint n 

hot as did blacth 

BMS64, Solar Heat 


now 
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Ihe actual temperature rises above the air 
temperature of panels 
ranged from 21° to 48° for 


exposed to the sun 


black 


depending 


upon the angle of the panel inclination from the 


horizontal; for gloss, 


was from 9° to 15.5° 


white paint, the range 
his gives an idea of the 
great improvement in rool temperatures that 
can be produced by use of light-colored paint 
and the de« reased efiect of the angle of the roof 
to the sun's rays with use of paints that tend 
more to reflect rather than absorb heat 

The Bureau considered also the effect of roof 
surface and coating material on the loss of heat 
from the house at night, which is important in 
determining desirable roof surfaces from the 
standpoint of keeping a house warm on cool or 
cold nights. On clear nights, the aluminum foil 
surface was warmest, while temperatures on the 
rool surface coated with aluminum paint and a 
rool made of galvanized iron were somewhat 
lower 

In the Bureau's studies, the materials used 
What would actually hap 


pen after a period of use, which would often be 


were new and clean 
as important as the initial performance, was not 
determined in the Bureau's 1939 investigations 
It is reasonable to suppose, however, th:: while 
there may be deterioration in the effectiveness 
of the paint or other reflective surface material 
over a period of years, the more favorable coat 
ings will still have an advantage over a less re 
flective material, so long as it remains pre 
dominantly white to the eye. How long this ad 
vantage may last would depend, of course, in 
part upon the amount of smoke and soot and 


other deteriorating substances in the air of the 


ommunity and the cleansing effect of rai \s 
eposits of dirt and soot will undoubtedly tend 
o reduce the effectiveness of any light or shiny 
oating, the choice of the most desirable color 
or a roof is less important in smoky and sooty 
ocations, unless the homeowner can afford to 


epaint a roof rather frequently 


Added Note: A commercial paint intended to 
ifford the advantages discussed in this article 
s now being offered under the name Plasticoo 
It is produced by Coating Laboratories, In 
319 S. Quincy St., Tulsa, Okla. CR does not 
have detailed information on the performance of 
this product, but there may be technical people 
n research activities who would wish to investi 
ite its possibilities for their use We shall 
ippreciate receiving reports or comments trom 
iny who do It is claimed to reduce tempera 
ture substantially under asphalt and steel roofs 
in summer The maker claims good resistance 


to weathering for a period of several years 


The product, which is applied by spray or 


brush methods, but usually by a spray gun in 
one-coat appli ation, is a water-emulsion resin 
recommends it 


material The manufacturer 


for reducing air-conditioning loads and for re 
from ceiling 
Pla f1c00 is 


claimed to be applicable as a heat-reflective ex 


ducing the temperature gradient 


to floor in the building beneath 
terior coating for almost all types ot structures 


Chis material is not yet generally available, but 
it may be obtained from dealers in most of the 
warmer states at $9.50 per gallon, with discounts 
purchases and for 


ior quantit painting con 


tractors 


Care of City Trees 


HIGH SCHOOL science teacher who has 
developed tree preservation as a spare- 
time occupation has written an interesting mime- 
ographed pamphlet of 14 pages on Care of City 
Trees, which will be available to anyone who 
wishes to send 20 cents to. cover the cost. Orders 
should be addressed to Seubert Tree Experts, 


15108 Lakeport, Sioux City 6, lowa 


The author, Mr. Wilbur Seubert, is well quali- 
fied in his field, in which he has practiced since 
1928. He is the author of numerous articles on 
tree care, and an active member of professional 
societies in the field 


The pamphlet discusses the correct way to 
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remove a branch, dressings suitable tor tree 
wounds, the watering of trees in dry weather 
feeding trees with plant fertilizers through the 


here 


is also a discussion of cabling and bracing, of 


roots and feeding through the foliage 


various tree pests, including aphids, red spiders 
and other tree insects, and diseases. The pam 
phlet 


parkings and yards and discusses the time and 


names several shade trees suitable for 
method of planting trees. There is also a bibli 
ography of bulletins, circulars, magazines, and 
books his bibliography will be of much value 
to anyone wishing to learn the sources of the 
latest information on care of trees, especially 


shade trees 
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Ratings of Motion Pictures 


HIS section aims to give critical consumers a . ; 
Count Three and Pray 


digest of opinion from a wide range of mo- Court Jester. The 
Court Martial of Billy Mitchell, 


tion picture reviews, including the motion pic- 
The bs 


ture trade press, leading newspapers and maga- . 
I S pay sg » Crooked Web, The 


zines—some 19 different periodicals in all. The 
motion picture ratings which follow thus do not 
represent the judgment of a single person, but 


are based on an analysis of critics’ reviews 


The sources of the reviews are 
Bozofice, Cue, Daily New N. ¥ The Exhibitor, Pilms 
Harrison's Reports, Joint Estimate urven 
Picture Herald, National Legion 
Herald Tribune, New York Times, The New 
Release of the D. A. R. Premew Comm 


lecen 


Protestant Moti Picture Co The Tablet, Time, V are weekly 
Ihe figures preceding the title of the picture 


indicate the number of critics whose judgments 


of its entertainment values warrant a rating 


A (recommended), B (intermediate or ( not 


recommended 

Audience suitability is indicated by \ 
adults, ““Y"’ for young people (14-18), and 
for children, at the end of each line 


Descriptive abbreviations are as follows 


adve me 


Adorable Creatures (French 
African Lion, The d 
Air Strike war-dr 
All that Heaven Allows 

Anything Goes 

Apache Ambush 

Apache Woman 

Artists and Models 

At Gun Point 

Bar Sinister, The 

Battle Stations war 
Beast with 1,000,000 Eyes. The 


Bengazi mel AY 


Benny Goodman Story, 


The mus-biog-< AY( 


Betrayed Women soc-mel 
Big Knife, The dr 
Blood Alley war -dr- 


Bobby Ware is Missing mys-mel AY 


Bottom of the Bottle, The mel -< 
Brain Machine, The (British) . cri-me/ 
Break to Freedom (British) war-mel 
Broken Star, The ue 
Carousel 
Case of the Red Monkey 

British 
Cash on Delivery (British 
City of Shadows ri-me 
Cockleshell Heroes (British) war-dr- 
Come Next Spring 
Come On, The 


Cross Channel (British 
Dance Little Lady (British 
Day the World Ended 
Deep Blue Sea, The (British 
Desert Sands 
Desperate Hours ° 
Diabolique (French my 
Diane hast 
Divided Heart, The (British) ward 
Doctor at Sea (British 
Don Juan (Austrian 
Double Jeopardy 
Dr. Knock (French 
Duel on the Mississippi 
Flame of the Islands 
Footsteps in the Fog 
Forever, Darling 
Fort Yuma 
Frisky (Italian 
Fury at Gunsight Pass 
Gentlemen Marry 
Brunettes 
Ghost Town 
Girl in the Red Velvet Swing, 
The 
Girl Rush, The 
Glory 
Golden Demon (Japanese 
Good Morning, Miss Dove 
Guys and Dolls 
Headline Hunters 
Heide and Peter 
Helen of Troy 
Hell on Frisco Bay 
Hell's Horizon 
Hill 24 Doesn't Answer 
israeli 
His Excellency (British 
Hold Back Tomorrow 
Hot Blood mus-dr 
Houston Story, The ri-mel 
1 Am a Camera dr 
I Died a Thousand Times cri-mel-« 
I'll Cry Tomorrow mus-biog 
Illegal re-mel 
Indian Fighter, The mel-< 
Inside Detroit mel 
Invasion of the Body Snatchers “ 
It's a Dog's World (see Bar 
Sinister, The 
it's Always Fair Weather 
Joe Macbeth 
Killer is I oose, The 
Killer's Kiss 
King Dinosaur 
Kismet 
Kiss of Fire 
Lady Godiva 
Ladykillers, The (British 
Last Command, The 
Last Frontier, The 
Last Hunt, The 
Lawless Street, A 
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mus-com AY¢ 
dr-c A 
war-dr-c A 
mus-fan-c A 


Lay that Rifle Down 
Lease of Life (British) 
Left Hand of God, The 
Let's Make Up (British) 
Letters from My Windmill 
(French) dr A 
Lieutenant Wore Skirts, The com-c A 
Littlest Outlaw, The dr-c AY 
Lone Ranger, The 1v¢ 
Lord of the Jungle mel AY( 
Love is a Many Splendored Thing dr-c< A 
Lucky Kid, The (British) dr-c AY¢ 
Lucy Gallant dr-c AY¢ 


Maddalena (Italian) dr-c A 

Magic Fire mus-tiog-c A 

Man Alone, A wes-c A 

Man Who Never Was, The 
(British) 

Man with the Golden Arm, 
The 

Man with the Gun 

Manfish cri-mel-< 

Mau Mau doc-« 

McConnell Story, The war-hog-« 

Meet Me in Las Vegas 

Miracle in the Rain 

My Sister Eileen 


Naked Dawn, The 

Naked Sea, The 

Naked Street, The 

Never Say Goodbye 

Night Freight 

Night Holds Terror, The 

- My Number Came Up, 
he (British) war-dr 

No Man's Woman mys-mel 


Wwe s-« 


mys-mel 


cri-mei 


Oklahoma mus-com-< 
On the Twelfth Day fan-e AY¢ 
One Step to Eternity (French) dr 
One Way Ticket to Hell oc-dr 
Our Miss Brooks com 
Over-Exposed 


Paris Follies of 1956 mila 
Pete Kelly's Blues mus-mel-<¢ 
Phantom from 10,000 Leagues, 

The ( 
Picnic dr-« 
Please Murder Me crt-mel 
Postmark for Danger (British 
Prisoner, The (British) 
Queen Bee 
Quentin Durward 
Race for Life, A (British) 
Rains of Ranchipur, The 
Ransom 
Rebel Without a Cause 
Rebound (British) 

Red Sundown 

Return of Jack Slade, The 

Richard LI (British) 

River Changes, The 

Riviera (Italian) 

Road to Denver, The 

Rose Tattoo, The 

Running Wild 

Samurai (Japanese) 

Second Greatest Sex, The 

Seven Cities of Gold 

Shack Out on 101 

Shadow of the Eagle 

Sheep Has Five Legs, The 
(French) 

Simba (British) 

Sincerely Yours 

Slightly Scarlet 

Special Delivery 


crt-mel 


mys-mel 
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5 Spoilers, The 

1 Square Jungle, The 

4 Storm Fear 

2 Sudden Danger 

5 Svengali (British) 

4 Tall Men, The 

5 Tarantula 

5 Target Zero 

} Teckman Mystery, The 
(British) 

Teen-Age Crime Wave 

Tender Trap, The com-« 

Tennessee's Partner mel-< 

Texas Lady mel-« 

There's Always Tomorrow dr 

This Man is Dangerous (French) mel 

This Strange Passion (Mexican) dr , 

Three Bad Sisters dr 

Timetable mys-mel 

Too Bad She's Bad (Italian) com . 

Top Gun wes AY¢ 

Toughest Man Alive, The 

Three Stripes in the Sun 

Treasure of Pancho Villa, The 

Trial 

Trouble in Store (British 

Trouble With Harry. The 

Twinkle in God's Eye, The 

Two-Gun Lady 

Umberte D (Italian) 

Unmarried Mothers (Swedish 

Vanishing American, The 

View from Pompey's Head, The 


war-dr 


crt-mel 


SOc - mri 


Oo Us w 
oS ue 


SUK WON ww 
—wOon ene newer 


a -_ we 


Virgin Queen, The hist-dr-c AJ 


Warriors, The ade-c AY( 
Will Any Gentleman? (British com 
Wiretapper cri-mel 
World in My Corner, The me 


oldtimers you may have seen before 
in the CR Bulletin indicated 
April in Paris (June '53) mu 


l 
4 Bend of the River (Aug. '52) 
4 


Reissues 


Broken Arrow (Jan. 51) 
Call Northside 777 (Aug. ‘48 
Carson City (Nov. 52) we 
4 5 Cyrano de Bergerac (June ‘51 
5 Dakota Lil (Sept. '50 mi i 
Day the Earth Stood Still 
Apr. '52) 
Green Dolphin Street (Dec. '47 
Guy Named Joe, A (Aug. '44) 
Honky Tonk (March ‘42) 
House of Strangers (Jan. '50 
Ivanhoe (Jan. °53) 
Lover Boy (British Lovers, 
Happy Lovers, May ‘55 
Music Land (excerpts from Make 
Mine Music, June "46 & Melody 
Time, Feb. '49) mus-car 
Northwest Passage (Di., Aug. '40). Aisi 
One Minute to Zero (Feb. °53).war-m 
Rebecca (Di., Oct. '40) 
Shepherd of the Hills (Feb. °42) no 
Song of the South (July '47 
Spellbound (June '46) 
Stratton Story, The (Nov. '49 
Tall in the Saddle (July ‘45 
Thieves’ Highway (Apr. '50 
Third Man, The (July '50) 
Three Musketeers, The 
(May °49 
Unconquered (June '48) 
Walk A Crooked Mile (Apr. * 
Where the Sidewalk Ends 
(Feb. *51) 
Yearling, The (May '47 
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The Consumers Observation 


Continued from page 4 


change (shrinking or stretching) occurred when the Ac! n 
hand dry cleaned by a professional cleaner and that in any wet processing 
it was necessary to handle them with great care to avoid stretching They 
were more resistant to pilling than Orlon sweaters previously tested by 
N.I.D., but there was a slight color change in the dry-—cleaned sweaters 
Wet cleaning resulted in greater color change than in the dry-—cleaned 


sweaters 
> * . 


TOURING MAPS for vacationers are of particular interest at this time 
of year. Those put out by the Esso Standard Oil Company, available from 
local dealers or from the Esso Touring Service in Rockefeller Center, New 
York City, are well known and generally available free of charge, not only 
for United States, but many foreign lands Recently Texaco Touring Serv- 
ice, 135 E. 42 St., New York City, called attention to the availability of 
Texaco touring maps and offered to supply maps giving specific routes to a 
given destination by car The company also issues a map of New York City 
useful for visiting firemen, which not only shows streets and spots of par- 
ticular interest but indicates tunnel and ferry approaches to the city 


> * al 


THE CAMPER who used to head for the great open spaces expecting to 
rough it in primitive fashion is now provided with much fancier equipment 
Here is a sample of the new version of camping out, according to one busi- 
ness journal, all carried by one vacationer, who brought along an electric 
heater to plug into outlets provided at each camp site, an electric hot 
plate, a tent with a screened front porch, a small vacuum cleaner for: 
cleaning the tent, an electric anti-insect light, a 4-foot high portable 
icebox, a gasoline lantern and stove, folding washstand with removable 
plastic bowl, air mattress, and foam-rubber pillows The sale of special- 
ized camping equipment, estimated at about 150 million dollars in the past 
year, included also portable canvas bathtubs and canvas shower buckets, a 
tent trailer that becomes a boat, and sleeping bags with built-in ail 
mattresses 


Accurate scientific buying advice 


B..cucn: to you each month in 








Research Bulletin. 


Please use convenient order form on next page 
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AUTOMOBILE TRADE-IN ALLOWANCES are on paper at least, higher than a 
year ago According to The Wall Street Journal, dealers in some sections 
of the country complain that they are obliged to make over-allowances on 
trade-ins of $200 to $800 as compared with $100 to $600 last year Note 
that this is "over-allowance" and, according to The Wall Street Journal, 
some dealers frankly admit they are "packing" their stated list prices so 
that they appear to be giving the customer more on a trade-in than is ac- 
tually the case As CR has pointed out before, the only sound basis for 
comparison in buying a new car is to consider the actual amount of cash 
required in addition to the traded-in model 


THAT RUGGED LITTLE AUTOMOBILE, the Volkswagen, will not be made in 
this country after all, as previously announced It was expected that the 
high demand for this car could be taken care of by producing it in the 
former Studebaker-—Packard plant at New Brunswick, N. J Subsequent stud- 
ies, however, indicated that the production costs in the United States 
would be too high, and the car, which sells for $1495 delivered on the 
Eastern seaboard, will continue to be imported 


* * * 


WHAT CAN THE CONSUMER DO to be sure of getting a satisfactory garment 
made of rayon or acetate? Colors that fade, garments that become stained 
from perspiration or that will not wash or dry clean satisfactorily present 
irritating problems to many a purchaser who has no time to become an expert 
in making a wise selection There is a yardstick for evaluating rayon-ace- 
tate products, known as American Standard L22, that can provide information 
on how a garment or other product will perform The way in which an effec- 
tive application of American Standard L22 will benefit both the retail mer- 
chant and consumers, as well as laundry operators and dry cleaners who 
often bear the brunt of responsibility for fabrics that do not stand up 
under even the most careful treatment, is simply and clearly set forth in 
an article by George G. Sommaripa that appears in the March issue of Clean- 
ing Laundry World (1114 First Ave., New York 21) Consumers who have had 
difficulties with rayon acetate fabrics and who would like to know what can 
be done to improve the situation will do well to send to the magazine for a 
tearsheet of this article. It should be particularly useful for teachers 
in the textile and home economics fields. 


’ 
Consumers Research, Inc. Please check your preference 
I enclose $4 (Canada & foreign, $4.20) for 
WASHINGTON, NEW JERSEY one year's subscription to Consumers’ Re 


search Bulletin monthly (12 issues) 


Please enter my order as checked. | am enclosing my check (or , 
: es my CJ New Renewal 


money order) for § 
I enclose $6.50,(Canada & foreign, $6.70) for 
one year's subscription to Consumers’ Re 
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forthcoming September 1956 Annual Bulletin 


jageee a New C] Renewal 


STREET 


Begin subscription with 


1 enclose $2.50 (Canada & foreign, $2.75) for 
a copy of the forthcoming September 1956 
CITY & ZONE Annual Bulletin Since | am a subscriber to 
Consumers’ Research Bulletin (12 issues), | am 


STATE entitled to the special rate 


| enclose $4.25 (Canada & foreign, $4.50 
BUSINESS OR PROFESSION P 1 copy ot the forthcoming September 1956 


Annual Bulletin alone 
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